Report of the selectmen\u27s accounts, and the superintending school committee, of the town of Durham, N,H., from March 3, 1869 to March 1, 1870. by Durham Town Representatives
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TOWN OF DURHAM, N. H.,
FROM MARCH 3, 1869, TO MARCH 1, 1870.
DOVER, N. H. :
H. H. GOODWIN, BOOK AND JOB PRINTER.
1870.

REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN.
Jose'pJi S. Burnham, Treasurerfor 1869, in Account with
the Selectmen of Durham.
OUTSTANDING BILLS.
Joseph Fowler, labor on old Dover Road Bridge
Auditor's services for 1869

















Nathan Case, left town
John F. Tricky do
John B. Frost do
W. S. Coleman, paid in Mass.
James E. Tuttle, Boston
George H. Walker do
Solomon H. Brock do
Chas. E. Wiggin, Newmarket
James Ryan
John S. Hayes, Mass.
2
Simons Lane Road.
M. H. Wentworth, for attending as witness
Hobb's board bill to Tuttle's
Telegram to Rochester
J. F. Lawrence, for attendance and services
Samuel Runlett for attendance and to Rochester
V. Mathes, Jr. for horse and carriage
Nathaniel Stevens, 4 days and expenses
Joseph C. Bartlett, to Rochester and expenses" " 5 days on road and "" "
1 day to Dover
J. S. Burnham, 5 days on road and expenses" " 3 " looking up road matters" " to Dover and paying witnesses
Wheeler & Hobbs' bill
SCHOOL MONEY.
Dist. No. 1 Paid M. M. Estabrooks
2 " Daniel Chesley
3 " John S. Chesley
4 " William Tuttle, Jr.,
4 " Charles Demerit, Madbury,
5 " Eben M. Davis
5 " Joseph French, Newmarket
6 " John F. Drew
7 " Joseph M. R. Adams
8 " Henry Willey
9 " Cyrus G. Smith
10 " John Long




Joseph M. R. Adams
Cyrus G. Smith
GENERAL EXPENSES.
Paid Moses B. Langley, cleaning Town Hall
Insurance on Town Hall building
J. S. & E. Bennett, powder and fuse
Barrington tax
E. J. Lane, books, etc.
Samuel Runlett, services as Town' Clerk
O. N. Doe, Superintending School Committee
Moses O. Hodgdon, services as Police Officer
Job R. Giles do
John Langley do one day
H. W. B. Grover, mending and setting glass
G. & W. P. Frost, repirs on town store
6 55
Paid Nathaniel Stevens, services as selectman
Joseph C. Bartlett, do
Joseph C. Bartlett, extra services
J. S. Burnham, services calling town meeting
do making schoolhouse tax in No. 9
do services calling town meeting
do paper, ink, check-lists and stamps
do services as selectman
do services as Town Treasurer
Cyrus G. Smith, for collecting taxes
Tax bills
Non-resident tax worked out
Joseph C. Bartlett, services as committee on cemetery





















REPORT OF THE OVERSEER OF POOR, 1869.
Paid J. S. & E. Bennett, for supplies furnished Mrs. Crayon
" " " " " Rosa Splain
" " " " Aaron Corson
Dr. S. H. Green, for medical attendance, medicines and
other supplies for Rosa Splain
C. E. Tasker, coffin for child of Rosa Splain
Cyrus G. Smith, wood and other supplies fur. Rosa Splain
Dr. J. L. Elkins, for med. at. on family of A. Corson
Dr. Cilley, for med. at. on Timothy Demeritt
J. L. Goodwin, for board of the Brown child
G. & W. P. Frost, for one pr. boots for Geo. Gleason
M. M. Easterbrooks, for supplies furnished Alfred S. Doe
J. S. Burnham, for supplies transient paupers
J. L Goodwin, " "
B. F. Parsons, for supplies and transportation for paupers
J. R. Giles, for supplies furnished transient paupers
J. S. Chesley, for supplies furnished John Bickford
J. C. Bartlett, for supplies transient paupers
J. L. Goodwin, for keeping Jacob Willey
J. C. Bartlett for cash paid at Dover for Jacob Willey
C. A. Whitten, for keeping the Davis boy
City Clerk of Portsmouth, for searching the records
Mar. 18, '59. Paid J. C. Bartlett for transportation of paupers
Expense and transportation of Mrs. Dame from
Kensington
"
Nov. 29. Cash for transportation of paupers
Taking nine affadavits
Mar. 1860. Transportation of paupers
Postage and stationery
Cr. by cash from the County
" J. S. Burnham, Treasurer
•
178 74
JOSEPH C. BARTLETT, Overseer of the Poor.
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— OF THE —
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
The Superintencling School Committee would respectfully submit the
following ^statements, in regard to the condition of the schools in the
town, for "the year ending March 1, 1870 :—
In our remarks on the several schools, we shall rather aim to com-
mend, than to seek out faults and imperfections.
At the close of our remarks on the several districts we shall give the
names of those scholars who deserve special commendation, as handed
in by the teachers or reported by them in the Registers.
DISTRICT NO. 1.
Prudential Committee, Marcus M. Estabrook. Teacher, Summer
term, Miss Melissa J. Young, of Durham. Length of school 13 weeks;
Number of scholors 47
; Average attendance 35 ; Wages of Teacher,
$32.
The reputation of this teacher, as a good disciplinarian and faithful
instructress, is too well knotvn to require comment. Her great experi-
ence,—having taught 124 months of school, before this term,—and
good success, are sufficient guaranty that decided advancement was
made by the school. The teacher in her remarks says,—"The progress
of the school was seriously hindered by the irregularity of a part of
the pupils."
Teacher, Winter term, Miss Susie E. Fifield of Salisbury, Mass.—
Length of school, 16 weeks. Nunber of scholars, 50. Average at-
tendance, 38. Wages of teacher, $32.
This school is still in session at the time of making up this Report.
The teacher has taken great interest in her pupils, and spared no pains
to advance them in their studies. We deem it a pleasant duty to com-
mend the larger scholars for their good deportment and promptness in
their exercises when we last visited the school. Singing was practiced
daily, and seemed greatly to interest the scholars, who entered into the
exercises with much spirit. Much attention was paid to writing, and
the neatness of the books, and improvement made, are commendable.
Owing to the large number of scholars who attended this school in the
winter, and the want of interest on the part of most of the parents, it
is almost impossible to secure that order and quiet which are desirable.
Names of scholars not absent or tardy.—First Term, Georgie Langley,
Melvin Davis. Second Term, Marcia E. Paul,. Cora A. Smith, Carrie
E. SmarL Names of those who have been absent a few days.—First
Term, Ella FoUet, Carrie Goodwin. Second Term, Abbie S. Oilman,
Abbie A. Davis, Annie B. Davis, Georgiana Langley, Anna M. Rund-
let, Carrie E. Goodwin, Frank Jenkins, Fred Jenkins, Melvin Davis,
Charles E. Smart, Amos Smart, Frank Paul, Cobert K. Mellen, Frank
Giles. Names of those worthy of notice for scholarship, or deport-
ment and diligence in their studies.—First term, Abbie S. Oilman,
Carrie Goodwin, Marcia Paul, Georgie Langley, Martha Rundlet, Mary
J. Shepard, Georgiana Stevens, Carrie Smart, Frank M. Jenkins, Frank
N. Morrill, Eddie Smart, Lucien Thompson. Second terra, Annie
Thompson, Abbia S. Oilman, Georgiana Stevens, Isaac Sawyer, Frank
Jenkins, Annie Paul, Cora Smith, Mary F. Smith, 'Marcia Paul. Anna
M. Rundlet, Mary J. Shepard, John Armstrong, Fred Jenkins, Cobert
K. Mellen.
DISTRICT NO. 2.
Prudential Committee, Daniel Chesley ; Teacher, summer term. Miss
Sarah E. Ham, of Dover ; Length of school 10 weeks ; Number of
scholars in Durham, 17; average attendance, 13; wages of teacher,
$30.
In awakening interest in the minds of her pupils, promoting thor-
oughness and accuracy in their studies, few could compete with her.
—
The school room was very tastefully decorated on the day of examina-
tion, and the various exercises were satisfactory, exhibiting the most
substantial progress in all the branches taught. There are a few scholars
more advanced than are usually found in a common school. Their in-
fluence has been beneficial,— and to their co-operation, the teacher says
she is indebted for much of the enthusiasm which she felt, and success
which the school enjoyed.
Teacher, Winter term, Robert W. Welch of Dover, a member of the
sophomore class, Dartmouth College. Length of school, 9 weeks .num-
ber of scholars in Durham, 1 8 ; average attendance, 16 ; wages of
teacher, $39. When we first visited this school in company with the
superintendent of the schools in Madbury, who also has an equal su-
pervision of this school
—we found the school had been keeping a week
before any any notice had been given to us. We found the teacher to
be without any experience, and having never attended a common dis-
trict school, we were not very favorably impressed with his method of
conducting the school. Owing to some misunderstanding as to the
number of weeks the school had to keep, we did not visit it at the close.
We find by the register, that the scholars were very punctual in their
attendance.
Names of scholars not absent or tardy, first term : Fannie S. Jen-
kins, Lydia Jenkins, Horace W. Jenkins. Second term, Mary A.
Chesley. First term, absent only 1 or 2 days, Martha Davis, Carrie O.
Chesley, Fannie Pendexter, Mary A. Chesley, Daniel Chesley, Emma
Jenkins. Second term. Absent only one day, Mary F. Jones, Daniel
Chesley, Frank Chesley, Samuel Jones, James E. Pendexter. Names
of those worthy of special notice for scholarship, or deportment and
diligence in their studies. First term. Nellie M. Pendexter, Lydia
Jenkins, Fannie Pendexter, Annie M. Chesley, Emma Jenkins, James
E. Pendexter, Frank Chesley. Second term, Laura Chesley, Carrie
E. Chesley, Nellie Pendexter, Fannie Pendexter, Daniel Chesley,




Prudential Committee, John S. Chesley. Teacher, both terms,
Nettie S. Wheeler of Loudon. Length of summer term, 11 weeks.
Number of scholars, 24. Average attendance, 20. Winter term.
Length of term, 7 weeks. Number of scholars, 21. Average attend-
ance, 12. Wages of teacher, $21.
This teacher loves her employment and her pupils, and maintained
her well-deserved reputation of last year. At the examination at the
close of each term there was a readiness and correctness on the part of
the scholars which showed that every study had been well explained.
The teacher says :— ' ' The scholars have acted well their part. The
scholars in this district are remarkable for their promptness,
—
only six
instances of tardiness have occurred during the two years I have been
with them,"—which speaks well for the parents, scholars and teacher.
Names of scholars not absent or tardy. First term. Winifred
Smith, Cora B. Hayes, Elmer E. Odiorne, Stevie P. Chesley, James S.
Chesley. Absent only one day. Mary J. Bunker, Jennie S. Hayes,
James F. Bunker, Forrest S. Smith. Second term. Josie F. Odiorne,
Sarah M. Hodgdon, Forrest S. Smith, Elmer E. Odiorne, Charlie W.
Hayes, James S. Chesley. Absent only one day. Lizzie B. Bunker,
Winifred Smith, Fred M. Bunker, Stevie P. Chesley.
Names of those worthy of special notice for scholarship or deport-
ment and diligence in their studies. First and second terms. Mary
J. Bunker, Josie F. Odiorne, EfRe B. Bunker, Jennie S. Hayes, Wini-
fred Smith, Forrest S. Smith, Frank H. Ransom, Charlie W. Hayes,
James F. Bunker, Fred M. Bunker, Cora B. Hayes, Sarah M. Hodgdon,
Wesley A. Card, James S. Chesley, Albert G. Hayes.
DISTRICT NO. 4.
. Prudential Committee, William Tattle, Jr. Teacher, summer term,
Carrie E. Thompson of Durham. Length of school, 10 weeks. Num-
ber of scholars, 15. Average attendance, 13. Wages of teacher, $28.
This school, under the care of a teacher of some experience, has
done well. The appearance of the school indicated uniformity of gov-
ernment, and co-operation with the teacher on the part of the pupils.
At the close, it appeared that no class or scholar had been neglected.
The teacher remarks :—" I think all have tried to improve their time,
and have done as much as could be expected in the few weeks allotted
them."
Winter term. Teacher, Miss Mary L. Thompson of Concord. Length
of school, 11 weeks ; number of scholars, 18 ; average attendance, 13 ;
wages of teacher, $30.
As a recent graduate of one of the best schools
in the State, she
brought to the work a fine education, with but little experience
as a
teacher. It is rare to find a teacher, with no more experience, so little
confined to the text-books. The progress of the school was much in-
ferrupted by the irregular attendance of the scholars. The teacher says
in her report ;
" The record of attendance has been mostly affected by
sickness, not less than ten having been detained at home on that ac-
count." Considering this and other obstacles that hindered its pro-
gress, the school made more advancement than we anticipated ; show-
ing conclusively that it had been well taught. Names' of scholars not
absent or tardy, first term : Emma A. Clarke, Annie M. Woodman,
Sammie Craig. Absent only a few days : Ida M. Richardson, Ella J.
Buzzel, Eva E. Bunker, Arthur C. Buzzel. Second term, George W.
Tukey. Absent only one half day : George Jones. Names of those
worthy of special notice for scholarsinp, or deportment and diligence in
their studies, first term : Emma A. Clarke, Annie M. Woodman, Ida M,
Richardson, Edgar L. Wright, Walter Bean. Second term, Emma A.
Clark, Ida M. Richardson, Annie M. Woodman, Margaret Ryan, Geo.
Jones, Edgar L. Wright, Eddie Ryan, Arthur C. Buzzel.
DISTRICT NO. 5.
Prudential Committee, Eben M. Davis. Teacher of both terms. Miss
Hattie E. Sanborn of South Newmarket. Length of Summer term, 11
weeks
;
number of scholars, 35 ; average attendance, 30 ; wages of
teacher, $25,64. Length of Winter term, 16 weeks; number of schol-
ars, 48 ; average attendance, 32 ; wages of teacher, $26.
On our first visit, it was evident that the teacher had gained the af-
fections of her pupils, exerting a moral power over them, wimiing them
to duty, thus securing good order without extra effort. It was apparent
at the close of each term, that both teacher and scholars had worked
together, and it is very easy to read the sequel ; a happy school, with
success in all its interests. In addition to the usual studies, the teach-
er imparted much useful information upon a variety of subjects, which
rendered the school more interesting and profitable. In her remarks,
the teacher says :
" This is a remarkably pleasant school, and nearly all
are worthy of special mention, as well disposed scholars. Their teach-
er will watch their future career with interest, praying that their lives
may tend to promote the glory of God, and that daily they may per-
form those little deeds of kindness and usefulness, which have wide ex-
tended influences, and make our world so beautiful." We think the
whole district will agree with us in saying the school was a decided
success.
Names of scholars not absent or tardy, first terra : Annie L. Doe,
Persis B. Wiggin, Martha E. Woodman, Mary E. Sullivan, Mary H.
Doe, Mary L. Hutchinson, Charles Tuttle, Herbert S. Tuttle, Charles
H. Wiggin. Not absent, but tardy, Fannie Wiggin, Martha F. Davis,
Anastasia Lang, David E. Davis. Second term, Martha F. Davis, Mar-
tha E. Woodman, Charles H. Wiggin, Herbert S. Tuttle. Absent one
half day or day, Persis B. Wiggin, Edward E. Davis, David E. Davis.
Names of those worthy of special notice for scholarship, or deportment
and diligence in their studies, first term : Edna A. Hobbs, Martha F.
Davis, Bertha J. Hobbs, Persis B. Wiggin, Frank E. Doe, Chas. Tut-
tle, John Sullivan, Maurice D. Pendergast. Second term, Edna A.
Hobbs, Fannie Wiggin, Martha F. Davis, Bertha J. Hobbs, Persis B.
Wiggin, Mary E. Sullivan, Etta Nason, Jessie Davis, Cornelia Austin,
Ella Austin, Edward E. Davis, Frank E. Doe, Charles Tuttle, Charleff
H. Wiggin, David E. Davis, Edward McKane, Herbert S. Tuttle.
? DISTRICT NO. 6.
Prudential Committee. J. F. Drew. Teacher of both termsj Abbie A.
Savage of Newmarket. Length of Summer term, 9 weeks ; number of
scholars, 11 ; average attendance, 7. Winter term, 10 weeks ; number
of scholars, 11 ; average attendance, 9 ; wages of teacher, $25.
The instruction and management of this school were productive of
happy results. The teacher exerted upon her scholars such an influence
as secured their love, and interested them in their studies. As might
have been expected, the school made creditable advancement. The
teacher says :
" To me this school has been very pleasant. The deport-
ment of all has been good, and most of them were diligent in their
studies." Names of scholars not absent or tardy, first term: Martha
ChanneU, Martha A. Edgerley. Second term, Sewell F. Channell,
Charles F. Drew, Martha Edgerley. Not absent but tardy, —
Sidney S. Chapman, Martha Channell. Names of those worthy of
special notice, for scholarship or deportment, and diligence in their
CTudies, first and second terms : Sewell F. Channell, Albert L. Chap-
man, John Ryan, Charles F. Drew, Charles F. Knowlton, Martha A,
Edgerley, Mary A. Jackson.
DISTRICT NO. 7.
Prudential Committee, Joseph M. R. Adams. Teacher, of Summer
term, Miss Emma Cottle of Eliot, Me. Length of school, 10 weeks j
number of scholars, 20; average attendance, 16.
At our first visit to the school, the order was good, the classes well
arranged, and everything appeared favorable for a profitable term. The
school was unfortunately interrupted during the term, by the sickness of
the teacher. As the school, on account of the ill health of the teacher,
terminated sooner than was anticipated, it was not visited by us near
the close.
Winter term
; teacher, Miss Mary F. Chesley of Durham. Length of
school, 11 weeks; number of scholars, 23; average attendance, 20;
Wages of teacher, $30.
This term seemed to have been a very pleasant as well as profitable
one. We were agreeably entertained with the exercises at the close of
the term. Declamations, in which most of the scholars took part, were
interspersed between the recitations, which rendered the examination
more interesting. The recitations were prompt, and teacher and schol-
ars are entitledto much credit. The teacher remarks : "All have done
well in deportment." The inhabitants of this district are deserving
much commendation for the interest they have taken in the education
of their children.
Names of scholars not absent or tardy, first term : Angelina Down-
ing, Lizzie L. Kent, Willie Downing, John A. Kent. Absent only a
few days : Zella A. Stevens, Annie M. Rand, Eddie E. Langley. Sec-
ond term : ^Angelina Downing, Lizzie L. Kent, Emma E. Mathes, Wil-
lie Downin'g, John E. Kent. Absent only a few days : Emma F. Clark;
Ida J. Meader, Annie O. Pinkham. Names of those worthy of special
notice, for scholarship or deportment, and diligence in their studies,
first term : Zella A. Stevens, Emma F. Clark, Anna 0. Pinkham. An-
gelina Downing, Lizzie L. Kent, Anna M. Rand,
Jabez H. Stevens,
James F. Smart, Eddie E. Langley, John A. Kent, Edward H. Adams,
Willie Downing. Second term : DoUie C. Mathcs, Ema F. Clark, Etft-
ma E. Mathes, Annie O. Pinkham, Ida J. Header, Lucy A. Edgerley,
Mary P. Edgerley, Liizie L. Kent, Annie M. Rand, Jabez H. Stevens,
Frank Kent" James F. Smart, John E. Kent, Eddie J. Langley.
DISTRICT NO. 8.
Prudential Committee, Henry Willey. Teacher of both terms, Miss
Sarah E. Ham of Dover. Length of Summer term, weeks , number
of scholars, 21; average atteiidance, 18. Second term: length of
school, 11 weeks; number of scholars, 23: average attendance, 21;
wages of teacher, $32.
This district was fortunate in obtaining, for the year, the services of
so capable and faithful a teacher. Both terms were highly successful,
and we seldom witness more rapid improvement than was made by this
school in the short time allotted to it. We make some extracts from
the teacher's remarks, who says : "I am happy to testify to the dili-
gence and interest ; also, to the general good
conduct of the pupils.—
They have been industrious, obedient and respectful,
almost without
exception, and have made the discipline easy and the teaching pleasant."
Names of scholars not absent or tardy, first term ; Lizzie S. Willey,
Abbie S. Ransom, Charles W. Coffin. Absent one or two days : Mary
B. Drew, Adella B. Stevens, Abbie H. Langley, Sarah J. Edgerley, Jo- _
sie V. Vilbert, George W. Ransom, Eddie A. Marston. Second term :
James W. Burnham, Charles W. Coffin, Lizzie S. Willey. Absent from
one-half to two days : Mary B. Drew, Sarah J. Edgerley, John Pike,
George W. Ransom, John Moriarty, Michael Moriarty. Names of
those worthy of special notice for scholarship or deportment,
and dili-
gence in their studies, first term : Lizzie
S. Willey, Abbie H. Langley,
Sarah J. Edgerley, Charles W. Coffin. Second term, highest rank in
scholarship : James W. Burnham, Charles W. Coffin, George W. Ran-
som, Michael Moriarty, John Pike, Lizzie S. Willey, Sarah J. Edgerley,
Abbie S. Ransom. Mary Moriarty, Jessie J. Vilbert. The Teacher re-
marks : "It is difficult to single out particular instances of good de-
portment, when nearly all are equally worthy ;
but there are
two_ pupils
whose deportment has been imexceptionable
—their names, Lizzie S.
Willey and Michael Moriarty
"
DISTRICT NO. 9.
Prudential Committee, Cyrus G. Smith. Teacher of both terms, Miss
Annie M. Stevens of Durham. Length of Summer term, 9 weeks;,
number of scholars, 32 ; average attendance, 22 ; wages of teacher, $22.
Winter term ; length of school, 12 weeks ; number of scholars, 39 ; av-
erage attendance, 29 ; wages of teacher, $26.
The teacher was energetic in the performance of every duty, and ex*
acted the same promptitude on the part of lier pupils, and succeeded
in
getting much work done. The improvement in the deportment
of some
of the scholars exceeded our expectations. Decided progress was made
by the school, and the promptness with which the answers
were given,
especially at the close of the first term, is worthy
of much praise.
Names of scholars not absent or tardy, first term : Herbert I. Smith,
Jennie E. Chapman. Absent on account of sickness, Addie B. Harvey.
Second terra, Herbert I. Smith, Emma A. Savage, Minnie Barrett. Ab-
sent on account of sickness, Fred. H. Young, Olin D. Stevens, Eddie
Davis, Xewcomb Davis, Jennie E. Chapman, Addie B. Harvey. Names
of those having the highest rank in scholarship, Charles W. Chapman,
Herbert I. Smith, Fred. H. Young, Jennie E. Chapman, Addie B. Har-
vey. Second term, Walter Shute, Fred. H. Young, Herbert I. Smith,
Charles W. Chapman, Olin D. Stevens, Eddie Davis, Jennie E. Chap-
man, Addie B. Harvey, Kate Willie, Minnie Barrett. Names of those
deserving special notice for deportment and diligence in their studies:
James G. W. Davis, Charles W. Chapman, Fred. H. Young, Herbert I.
Smith, Olin D. Stevens, Clark D. Thompson, Levi Kenniston, Newcomb
Davis, Thomas Barrett, Addie B. Harvey, Jennie E. Chapman, Bertha
B. Willey, Carrie Willey, Kate Willey, Georgie Willey, Capitola Thomp-
son, Nellie Thompson, Minnie Thompson, Eugene Kenniston, Eddie
Davis, Walter Shute, George Shute, Emma A. Savage, Minnie Barrett,
Josie Jenkins, Sarah Jenkins, Eva Jenkins.
DISTRICT NO. 10.
Prudential Committee, John Long. Teacher of summer term, Geor-
gie A. Dame of Durham. Length of school, 10 weeks. Number of
scholars, 2L Average attendance, 19. Wages of teacher, $25.
This school was taught by the same teacher who was employed for
both terms last year, and with like good success. Credit is due the
district generally fur its support' of the school. The average attend-
ance and improvement made showed the faithfulness of those immedi-
ately interested.
Winter term. Teacher, Arioch W. Griffiths of Durham. Length of
school, 10 weeks. Number of scholars, 14. Average attendance 9.
Wages of teacher, $25.
As has too frequently been the case for several years past, a united
feeling did not exist in the district in regard to the school, and all the
scholars belonging here did not attend, which is much to be regretted.
A number of the district were much dissatisfied with the school, and
wished it to be stopped ; while a majority of the district expressed a
wish, verbally and in writing, that the school might be continued.
We visited the school four times, and found the scholars orderly in
their deportment. We hope the district will be more united in future ;
for without unity very little can be accomplished.
Names of scholars not absent or tardy. First term. Lizzie M. Per-
kins, Nellie J. Perkins, Emma L. Emerson, Clarence Perkins, Arthur
Perkins. Absent only a few days. Annie Corson, Emma E. Jenkins,
George H. Corson, Albert Corson, Thomas W. McKone. Second term.
Alice F. Fogg. Absent only a few days. Emma L. Emerson, Charles
Ellison. Names of those worthy of special notice for scholarship, or
deportment and diligence in their studies. First term. Annie _ G.
Blanchard, Lizzie E. Blanchard, Emma E. Jenkins, Lizzie M. Perkins,
Nellie J. Perkins, Annie Long, Julia Long, Luther P. Doeg, Thomas
McKone. Second term. Luther P. Doeg, Charles Ellison, George H.
Corson, Elmer VV. Fogg, Thomas W. McKone, Emma E. Jenkins,
Martha E. Ellison, Annie M. Lang, Julia K. Lang, Alice F. Fogg,
Emma L. Emerson.
8
Condition of our Schools. The progress made in the most of
our schools during the past year is gratifying. The general efficiency
of our teachers, and general good deportment of the scholars are
worthy of commendation.
Attendance. Some of our schools suffer from the frequent and,
in many cases, it is believed, unnecessary absence of the pupils. Your
children are supposed to be in classes, and if they are absent a day, or
for a single recitation, it not only puts them back, but brings the
burden of two days' work on them to be performed in one ; or they
pass over a lesson unlearned which shovdd serve as a key to unlock the
coming lessons. The scholar loses explanations and illustrations which
are given to a class, which no teacher can give to separate scholars to
• make up these losses without robbing the school as a whole. The
consequence is, the scholar makes but little progress, and is a drag to
the rest of the school.
Employment of Teachers. The practice of employing the same
teacher for a number of terms in the same school, when they have
proved their fitness for that school, cannot be too strongly commend-
ed. The teacher who goes into a strange school, has to become familiar
with the names of her pupils, to make herself acquainted with their at-
tainments, before she can arrange them into classes; and what is often
made difficult, she has to learn the disposition of each, and establish her
authority as mistress. This is all avoided when the tried and successful
teacher returns to her school for another term. She meets the familiar
smiling faces of her former pupils, who greet her with a pleasant wel-
come, and then quietly take their places in the school room ; the lessons
are resumed, and the vacation has proved but a pleasant recreation
from study.
Parental Influence. It is of the utmost importance that parental
influence, in every district, should be exerted in favor of the school.
Very much also depends upon the social aspect with which a district
meets a teacher. If one is met cordially, and made to feel that all have
an interest in her success, then to succeed is comparatively easy. But,
if a district is disposed to stand aloof from giving aught of aid and
support,
—if there are self-constituted monitors around, to detect every
error and make haste to publish it widely abroad, then to succeed is al-
most impossible.
Moral Influence. It is never to be forgotten that it is the grand
object of education to qualify the rising generation to meet the duties
and responsibilities of life, and thus to render them better and more
useful members of society. Education therefore includes moral influ-
ence as well as teaching
—the discipline of the heart as well as the head.
School Houses. In District No. 9, by the judicious expenditure of
three hundred and fifty dollars, the school house has been thoroughly
remodeled and put in excellent condition. We are now able to report
that all the districts have good and very convenient school houses.
—
And, as a whole, we consider them as a credit to the town. It is with
pleasure that we notice the care that teachers and scholars manifest for
their new school houses. The first one, built in District No. 7, has been
occupied a number of years, and hardly a mark is to be seen upon a
single desk. We hope the same may be the case with all the scliool-
houses, and that specimens of jacknife carving may not be seen in them.
O. NEWTON DOE, Superintending School Committee.
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